VA  . 0 \5U\a>S 


THE 


GULL 


GOLDEN  GATE  AUDUBON  SOCIETY  NEWSLETTER  VOL.  89  NO.  3 MARCH  2004 


FOUNDED  1917 
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Bird  Count  Results 


Quail  Recovery 
Plan  Wins  Support 


Oakland.  At  2 a.m.  December  14,  2003,  the  wind  was  howling,  and  rain 
was  sheeting  down.  Looking  for  owls  was  hopeless;  so  we  went  hack  to 
bed.  But  by  5 a.m.,  the  wind  had  abated  and  the  sky  was  beginning  to  clear. 
So  we  went  o\\ding. 

It  was  a very  good  day.  Oakland  had  1 53  observers  in  the  field,  7 more  than  last  year. 
They  found  179  species,  3.5  more  than  the  10-year  average.  Nice  weather  during  the 
day  contributed  to  finding  84,325  individual  birds,  20  percent  more  than  last  year.  Still, 
this  total  was  20,000  less  than  the  prior  10-year  average  (104,615).  Despite  our  nasty 
pre-dawn  conditions,  owlers  found  all  five  of  our  normal  species,  although  numbers  for 
all  but  Great  Horned  Owl  were  very  low. 

Among  our  more  common  diurnal  species,  we  found  all-time  high  counts  since 
1974  for  Brown  Pelican"^,  Black-necked  Stilt,  Forster’s  Tern,  Rock  Pigeon, 
Nuttall’s  Woodpecker,  Black  Phoebe’’’,  Common  Raven’’^,  Brown  Creeper 
and  Townsend’s  Warbler.  For  the  asterisked  species,  2003  numbers  were  about  50 
percent  (or  more)  higher  than  the  previous  high  count.  All-time  low  counts  since  1974 
were  set  for  Black-bellied  Plover,  Semipalmated  Plover,  Ruddy  Turnstone, 
Brewer’s  Blackbird,  and  Pine  Siskin. 

Unusual  species  were  two  species  never  recorded  before.  The  North  Boat  found  a 
male  Harlequin  Duck,  and  the  Oakland  Airport  crew  found  two  White-faced  Ibis, 
which  won  Best  Bird  Prize  at 
the  Countdown  dinner.  Three 
count  areas  found  a total  of  1 7 
Wild  Turkeys,  up  from  one 
last  year.  The  North  Boat  also 
found  a Long-tailed  Duck. 

A skein  of  Brant  flew  by  the 
Bay  Farm  Island  group.  The 
Siesta/Gateway  Valleys  group 
found  a Long-eared  Owl; 
the  only  other  record  was  in 
1974.  The  Tilden  North  group 
saw  the  juvenile  Yellow-bel- 


Bill  Mast  (I)  and  his  son  Bruce  Mast  (r)  head  out  just  before  dawn 
to  count  birds  on  Bay  Farm  Island. 
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Rusty  Scalf, 
Passionate  Teacher 


Iter  nearly  three  years  of  negotiation, 
the  San  Francisco  Commission  on 
the  Environment  has  unanimously 
endorsed  a plan  to  restore  California  quail  habi- 
tat in  San  Francisco,  with  the  goal  of  increasing 
the  city’s  nearly  extirpated  quail  population.  The 
Commission’s  vote  was  a major  win  for  Golden 
Gate  Audubon,  which  initiated  the  concept  to 
create  quail-friendly  habitat  in  San  Francisco 
parks  and  pursued  creating  a plan  despite  some 
strong  opposition. 

The  final  Quail  Recovery  Plan  is  a collab- 
orative effort  by  Golden  Gate  Audubon,  open 
space  advocates;  defenders  of  feral  cats,  and  the 
SPCA,  with  guidance  from  the  San  Francisco 
Department  of  the  Environment.  The  plan  iden- 
tifies ways  to  bring  California  Quail  back  to  San 
Francisco’s  parks  in  co-existence  with  other  ac- 
tivities and  animals  and  human  recreation  needs. 
It  identifies  four  quail  recoven'  sites:  Lincoln 
Park,  Str)'bing  Arboretum,  McLaren  Park,  and 
Harding  Park  Golf  Course — where  quail  were 
once  numerous  but  are  now  rarely  seen. 

The  city’s  quail  population  has  nearly  dis- 
appeared due  to  increased  development  and 
clearing  of  brush  that  the  birds  need  for  suitable 
cover.  Through  the  Quail  Recovery  Plan,  habitat 
improvement  will  be  assessed  through  suneys. 
maps,  and  monitoring  in  areas  where  quail  cur- 
rently live,  and  at  each  relocation  site.  The  plan 
also  calls  for  city  departments,  community  based 
organizations,  and  other  stakeholders  to  estab- 
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have  a secret  to  confess:  I am  not  an  experienced  birder.  I have  adored  birds 
all  my  life  and  have  obseiA^ed  them  through  binoculars — more  since  I joined 
Golden  Gate  Audubon  last  May — but  I am  not  a real  birder.  On  wildlife-watch- 
ing trips,  I am  typically  the  one  saying,  “Where  is  it?  Where?”  And  I certainly  can  t tell  a 
Yellow-rumped  Warbler  from  a Galifornia  Towhee. 

Participating  in  the  December  Ghristmas  Bird  Gount  was  my  third  official  birding  trip.  As 
a beginning  birder,  1 was  nervous,  but  I knew  that  in  the  company  of  birding  experts  Luke 
Gole  and  John  Luther,  I would  be  in  good  hands.  1 expected  an  enjoyable  day  of  bird-watch- 
ing— an  opportunity  to  learn  to  identify  a few  birds  and  perhaps  to  see  some  species  I had 
not  seen  before.  But  1 did  not  expect  anything  magical  to  occur. 

We  began  our  count  with  the  turkey  vulture  roosts,  and  our  leaders  easily  identified  scores 
of  specific  songbirds  based  on  their  calls  alone.  I tried  to  learn  some  of  the  calls,  but  when 
the  answer  to  each  of  my  inquiries  was  “Anna’s  Hummingbird,”  I began  to  despair.  It  was  a 
glorious  morning,  and  I enjoyed  observing  new  species — and  learning  the  critical  importance 
of  having  a good  pair  of  binoculars  (borrowed  from  John  Luther). 

But  the  day’s  highlight  was  seeing  for  the  first  time  a male  Anna’s  Hummingbird  perform 
his  ritual  flight  to  attract  the  female.  Throughout  the  morning,  our  leaders  pointed  out  the 
distinctive,  high-pitched  chirp  that  marks  this  aerial  dance,  but  it  took  us  several  hours  before 
we  were  able  to  spot  a male  performing  it.  We  could  see  the  male  hovering  high  above,  pausing 
several  seconds  before  beginning  his  ascent.  Up,  up. ..and  then  the  unique,  J-shaped  swoop, 
marked  by  a staccato  chirp  before  the  branch  where  we  supposed  the  female  perched. 

There  is  something  remarkable  about  watching  this  tiniest  of  birds — barely  visible  in  the 
gardens  of  Oakland’s  Dunsmuir  House — sing  his  heart  out  in  the  hopes  of  perpetuating  his 
species.  Such  a tiny  fragment  of  nature,  with  such  a critical  role  to  play.  His  strong,  urgent 
voice  captured  our  rapt  attention. 

Bay  Area  bird  conservation  is  itself  a microcosm  of  global  environmental  protection — so 
many  different  species,  filling  a variety  of  niches,  each  playing  a vital  role.  Our  job  as  environ- 
mentalists is  to  ensure  that  we  don’t  lose  any  of  these  species,  not  even  the  smallest  ones. 

Ghristmas  Bird  Gount  reaffirmed  for  me  the  wonder  of  birds  and  the  importance  of  our 
mission.  And  in  that  hummingbird’s  song,  I also  recognized  the  importance  of  each  individual 
activist  voice.  Hundreds  of  Bay  Area  birders  joined  together  to  count  birds  in  December. 
Their  individual  observations  are  compiled  and  sent  to  a national  database,  which  tracks 
trends  in  bird  populations  nationwide  and  helps  to  shape  conservation  efforts. 

As  the  new  year  progresses,  Golden  Gate  Audubon  is  launching  a strategic  planning 
process,  examining  ways  to  make  our  work  yet  more  effective — from  our  conservation  cam- 
paigns to  our  education  programs.  Every  individual  voice  is  central  to  our  success.  No  voice 
is  too  small,  and  whether  you  are  a seasoned  activist  or  a beginner,  your  role  in  our  ongoing 
effort  is  critical. 

by  Elizabeth  Murdock,  Executive  Director 


Bylaws  Revisions  Approved;  2004  Election  Scheduled 

In  January  2004,  Golden  Gate  Audubon  members  approved  the  revised  Articles  of 
Incorporation  and  Bylaws  recommended  by  the  Board  of  Directors.  At  its  January 
meeting,  acting  under  the  new  Revised  Bylaws,  the  Board  fixed  the  size  of  the  Board  at 
1 7 Directors  (one  more  than  the  current  number).  Of  the  seventeen,  9 will  be  elected  by 
the  members;  the  other  8 will  be  appointed  by  the  elected  Directors.  Since  the  terms  of 
three  of  the  current  elected  Directors  extend  for  one  or  two  more  years,  there  will  be  6 
positions  open  in  the  2004  election.  The  election  will  be  held  by  written  ballot  printed  in 
the  April  Gull,  with  a ballot  deadline  in  May. 
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Rusty  Scalf,  Passionate  Teacher 


or  those  ol  us  who  tlirive  on 
Golden  CiiUe  Autlulion  week- 
end hirding  tri|-)s,  having  a 
leader  like  Rusty  Seal!'  makes  these  r)Litings 
a quality  experience.  Several  weekends  a 
month,  Rusty  leads  trips  either  lor  Golden 
Cate  Auduhon  or  as  a part  of  the  popular 
hirding  class  he  eo-teaehes  at  Albany  Night 
School. 

“kor  me,”  says  IGisty,  "the  most  gratifying 
thing  by  tar  is  teaching  hirding  to  beginners. 
1 laving  people  come  up  and  thank  me  years 
later  is  the  best  feeling  I know.  A number  of 
my  tormer  students  have  become  active  in 
ways  that  really  makes  a difference  for  con- 
ser\'ation.  It  seems  the  more  people  know 
and  understand  about  nature,  tbe  more 
willing  they  are  to  work  on  nature’s  behalf." 

Rusty's  beginnings  as  a birder  date 
back  to  when  he  was  12  years  old.  “I  saw 
a Townsend’s  Warbler  in  my  front  yard  and 
a got  a good  look  at  it,”  he  recalls.  “I  wanted 
to  know  what  I had  seen.  So  I went  to  the 
public  library  and  asked  the  librarian.  She 
took  me  to  a field  guide  and  we  figured  it 
out.  That’s  how  I got  my  start. 

“I  love  nature  and  natural  history,”  he 
says.  “Right  now,  I have  a real  longing  to 
learn  more  about  plants  and  all  other  life 
forms.  Teaching  hireling  is  just  wonderful. 
Like  vitamins  for  me.  I think  teaching  is 
what  really  keeps  me  going.” 

As  part  of  his  continuing  education  of 
birds  and  natural  history.  Rusty  traveled  to 
Alaska  for  a bird-filled  adventure  last  sum- 
mer. "I  was  invited  on  a private  boat  out  of 
Kodiak  Island  into  the  Gulf  of  Alaska,”  he 
says.  “The  purpose  was  to  find  Short-tailed 
Albatross  and  Mottled  Petrel,  and  to  gather 
data  on  what  was  out  there.  It  was  great. 
Pairs  of  us  did  hourly  watches  in  rotation. 
We  saw  the  Albatross,  but  not  tbe  Petrel. 
Parakeet  Auklet  and  Thick-billed  Murre 
were  new  for  me.  I could  not  get  over  the 
thousands  of  Puffins.  Both  species  were 
abundant.  Even  35  miles  out  to  sea,  there 
were  foraging  puffins  everyw'here. 

“From  Kodiak  I took  the  ferry  back  to 
Homer  and  birded  the  Kenai  Peninsula 
to  Seward,  then  took  the  train  back  to 


Anchorage.  1 he  I'jiord  G.ruise  out  of 
Seward  to  Ejiords  National  Park  is  fantastic. 

I he  boat  pulls  up  alongside  seabird  colo- 
nies swarming  with  Red-faced  Gormorant, 
Kiltiwakes,  Murres  and  both  Pulhns.  We 
saw  Kit/.lit/.  Murrelet  among  the  ice  Hoes 
where  a glacier  breaks  up  into  the  ocean. 
Wonderlul.  I’he  train  ride  from  Seward  to 
Anchorage  is  spectacular  as  well. 

"Something  that  impressed  me  about 
Alaska,  and  Kodiak  in  particular,”  Rusty 
notes,  “is  what  a warbler  lactory  it  is. 
Birding  in  tbe  East  Bay  Hills,  1 am 


happy  to  run  into  a single  family  of  beg- 
ging Orange-crowns  or  Wilson’s  in  a day. 
On  Kodiak  Island  there  were  begging 
Yellow  and  Wilson’s  fledglings  everywhere. 
Astounding  densities.  In  one  hike  I took 
near  Homer,  I ran  into  families  of  Myrtle, 
Townsends,  Yellow,  Wilson’s  and  Orange- 
crowned.  Seems  like  every  5 minutes  I d 
find  another  warbler  family.  It  was  a kick  to 
sec  a Golden-crowned  Sparrow  fly  out  of  a 
bush  with  a fecal  sack  in  its  mouth;  to  be 
bombarded  by  a nesting  Greater  Yellowlegs; 
to  go  through  the  scores  of  Arctic  Terns 
bringing  home  fish,  to  look  for  an  Aleutian 
Tern  (we  found  several);  and  to  surprise  a 
Spruce  Grouse  and  her  chicks.  The  sheet- 
abundance  of  life  in  Alaska  is  fantastic. 
And  of  course  I was  south  of  Anchorage 
the  whole  time,  and  so  just  scratched  the 


surlace.  A highly  recommended  trip.” 

Rusty  is  now  organizing  a unique  trip 
ihis  spring  lor  Goltien  Gate  Audubon.  "Like 
many  wbrr  spend  time  outdtjors,”  he  says, 
“I  have  heen  aware  ol  Suddeir  Oak  Heath 
(SOD)  disease  in  all  too  many  places.  My 
field  tri|)  idea  began  on  a recent  Golden 
Gate  Audubrrn  trijr  I led  to  Pt.  Reyes.  1 car- 
prroled  with  a young  man  who  is  building  a 
Web-based  application  lor  ordinary'  citizens 
to  report  Sudden  Oak  Disease.  Since  bird- 
ers are  in  the  field  lar  more  than  the  average 
person  and  tend  to  be  keen  obserc'ers  of  tbe 


natural  world,  my  idea  is  to  have  a trip  led 
by  professional  plant  pathologists,  who  will 
delve  into  the  natural  history'  of  SOD  and 
give  instruction  on  proper  diagnosis.  ” 

Golden  Gate  Audubon  is  indeed  fortu- 
nate to  have  a person  like  Rusty  with  such 
impeccable  birding  skills  leading  our  field 
trips.  In  his  pursuit  of  ever  greater  knowl- 
edge of  the  natural  world,  he  contributes 
enorrnously  to  an  e.xpanding  circle  of  those 
keen  on  understanding  and  getting  excited 
about  nature. 

In  his  professional  life.  Rustv  works 
for  the  California  Department  of  Health 
Services  developing  computer  mapping 
software  for  research  epidemiologists.  He 
has  been  leading  field  trips  for  Golden  Gate 
Audubon  since  1987. 

by  Susan  Groves,  Chair  Field  Trip  Committee 


As  you  can  see  in  this  photograph  from  the  Christmas  Bird  Count  (CBC)  in  Oakland.  Rusty  Scalf  is  no  novice  birder. 
Every/  year,  he  participates  in  multiple  counts.  From  the  Oakland  CBC  in  December,  he  traipsed  to  the  Monterey 
Bay  pelagic  count,  the  Paios  Verdes  count  in  Los  Angeles  CounW  and  the  Pinnacles  count  in  Santa  Clara.  Had  he  not 
taken  sick,  he  would  have  been  at  the  Angyvin  (Napa  County)  and  the  Panoche  Valle\’  counts,  as  well! 
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BIRD  COUNT,  conlinued/rom  page  1 
lied  Sapsucker  present  since  November, 
and  also  a Swamp  Sparrow.  I’he  Lafayette 
Reser\'oir  group  Found  a Swamp  Sparrow. 
Both  species  had  been  recorded  only  once 
before.  Unusual  warblers  this  year  includ- 
ed a Black-throated  Gray  Warbler  in 
Berkeley,  Hermit  Warbler  on  San  Pablo 
Ridge,  and  Black-and-white  Warbler  at 
Lake  Merritt.  Each  species  has  been  lound 
in  the  past.  The  Mills  College  group  found 
a pair  of  Western  Tanagers;  that  species 
has  been  recorded  only  once  before.  An 
American  Dipper  present  in  Temescal 
Creek  during  Count  Week  disappeared  the 
night  before  the  count. 

This  year  our  1 3 feeder  watchers  report- 
ed 50  species,  including  2 White-throated 
Sparrows  and  a Western  Tanager.  One 
dedicated  counter  found  our  only  Barn 
Owl  in  the  evening. 

We  thank  Elizabeth  Murdock  and 
Kathr\'n  Blake  in  the  Golden  Gate  Audubon 
office  for  their  support.  John  Luther  and 
Luke  Cole  again  serv'ed  as  our  Rare  Bird 
Committee. 

San  Francisco  Count 

On  December  30'^,  2003,  starry  skies  greet- 
ed early  risers  participating  in  the  21"  San 
Francisco  Christmas  Bird  Count  (SFCBC). 
The  previous  evening's  deluge  may  have 
kept  the  number  of  counters  down,  as 
only  74  made  it  into  the  field  this  year.  In 
all,  173  species  were  found  among  51,325 
individual  birds  tallied  on  Count  Day,  and 
another  five  species  were  spotted  during  the 
Count  Week. 

Wdiat  many  counts  have  in  resident  spe- 
cies, the  SF  Count  makes  up  for  in  rarities, 
and  this  year  was  no  e.xception.  Among  this 
year's  rarities  were:  a Red-necked  Grebe, 
uncommon  in  the  hay  as  far  as  south  San 
Francisco,  and  H Northern  Fulmars  lound 
hv  the  Presidio  team.  41  Fulmars  were 
spotted  outside  the  Cate.  A first  ever  for  the 
SFCBC  were  three  Sooty  Shearwaters 
seen  off  Ocean  Beach,  floh  Ilirt's  team 
managed  to  find  “his"  American  Bittern 
in  Sharp  Park,  lair  only  the  second  time,  a 
Bald  Eagle  was  spotted,  on  Sweeny  Ridge. 
Waterlowl  highlights  ineluded  39  high  fly- 
ing Greater  White-fronted  Geese  by  the 


Golden  Gate  Bridge  and  our  third  record  for 
two  Blue-winged  Teal  spotted  in  South 
San  Francisco.  One-and-a-half  Glaucous 
Gulls  were  reported  in  Colma,  and  a 
Glaucous  hybrid  sometbing  Gull  in  Golden 
Gate  Park  for  tbe  second  year.  Hugh  Cotter's 
drawing  of  the  Pomarine  Jaeger  off  Sutro 
Baths  was  more  than  adequate,  making  only 
the  second  SFCBC  record  for  the  species. 
Two  Nuttall’s  Woodpeckers  were  report- 
ed this  year,  one  at  Fort  Mason  and  another 
on  Potrero  Hill.  Acorn  Woodpeckers  are 
an  eruptive  species  on  the  count.  Matt 
Zlatunich  and  team  found  a community 
behind  the  Conserv'ator^'  of  Flowers  in  the 
Park.  Kristi  Hien  located  a problematic  em- 
pidonax  flycatcher.  Current  thinking  is  it  is 
likely  a Hammond’s  Flycatcher,  the  first 
one  for  the  SFCBC.  Nashville  and  Yellow 
Warblers  are  found  almost  every  year,  and 
this  year  two  Nashville  were  found  and 
a single  Yellow  at  Lake  Merced.  A Black 
and  White  Warbler  was  reported  at  the 
Zoo,  and  Dan  Murphy  submitted  tbe  most 
humorous  documentation,  contrasting  the 
black  and  white  striped  bird  with  a zebra. 
Three  Hooded  Orioles  were  found  at 
Middle  Lake.  A Swamp  Sparrow  was  well 
described  and  illustrated  at  Lake  Merced. 

1 he  real  value  of  a CBC  is  to  give  a pic- 
ture of  the  long-range  trends  for  the  area. 
Some  of  the  obvious  trends  from  SFCBC's 


first  tally  in  1982  are:  Red-shouldered 
Hawk  from  2 to  40,  American  Crow 
from  9 to  105  (high  177  in  '02),  Common 
Raven  from  14  to  236  (high  331  in  02) 
Steller's  Jay  from  8 to  26  (high  33  in  99). 
Birds  in  decline  include  Pied-billed 
Grebe  from  239  to  34  and  California 
Quai  I from  124  to  40  (high  139  in  '86), 
Note  that  the  quail  number  includes  birds 
from  San  Mateo  County;  current  estimate 
for  San  Francisco’s  quail  is  about  20. 

More  information  can  be  found  at 
www.birdsource.org. 

This  year  we  were  fortunate  to  have 
new  leaders:  Matt  Zlatunich,  Stefanie 

Arthur,  and  Ralph  Hunter.  Our  other  lead- 
ers were:  David  Armstrong,  Josiah  Clark, 
Hugh  Cotter,  Kevin  MeKereghan,  Mar\’ 
Liz  Flarris,  and  Robert  Lewis,  plus  our  long- 
time leaders  Chris  and  Ted  Koundakjian, 
Allan  Ridley  and  Helen  McKenna,  Cindy 
and  Les  Lieurance,  Bob  Hirt,  Russ  Bright 
and  Jim  Weigand.  Many  thanks  to  all  and 
to  Damien  Raffa,  Terri  Thomas  and  The 
Presidio  Trust  for  making  the  Log  Cabin  in 
tbe  Presidio  available  for  our  CBC  dinner. 

Thanks  to  Susanne  Shields  who  planned, 
organized  and  serxed  both  countdown  din- 
ners, working  with  Project  Open  Hand. 

Oakland  Compilers:  Dave  Quady  and  Bob  Lewis 
San  Francisco  Compilers:  Alan  Hopkins  and 
Dan  Murphy 


Call  for  Volunteers 

Golden  Gate  Audubon  is  looking  for  individuals  to  join  our  roster  of  active  volunteers.  In 
particular,  we  need: 

Field  trip  leaders  for  the  first-Sunday-of-the-month  field  trip  at  Strybing  Arboretum  in  San 
Francisco.  The  monthly  trip  focuses  on  teaching  beginning  birders  “how-to"  techniques 
for  bird  identification.  Leaders  must  be  willing  to  make  a regular  monthly  commitment. 
Anyone  interested,  please  contact  Allan  Ridley  at  41 5.566.3241  or  allanrid@pacbell.net. 
An  experienced  birder  willing  to  spend  one  hour  a month  compiling  Field  Trip  Report 
summaries  that  will  be  posted  on  the  Golden  Gate  Audubon  Web  site  by  the  webmaster. 
A good  driver  to  help  on  field  trips  where  Golden  Gate  Audubon  promotes  car-pooling. 
Interested  birders  and  drivers  contact  Susan  Groves  at  susangroves@att.net  or  call  the 
Golden  Gate  Audubon  office  at  510.843.2222. 

Environmental  Education  volunteers  to  work  with  elementary  and  middle-school  students 
as  they  plant  native  plants  and  do  other  restoration  work  at  Martin  Luther  King,  Jr.  Shoreline 
Park  in  Oakland.  Contact  Amiko  Mayeno  at  510.635.5533  or  amayeno@audubon.org. 

In  addition  to  willing  hands.  Golden  Gate  Audubon  also  needs  book  shelves  for  the  office. 
Contact  Elizabeth  Murdock  at  510.842.9912  oremurdock@goldengateaudubon.org. 
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PROGRAMS 

Ann  McTavish 


Where  in  the 
World  Have 
You  Birded? 


tograms  begin  at  7:30  p.m.  We  meet  socially  at  7 p.m.  For  more  information  about  upcoming 
events,  detailed  directions  or  updates,  please  see  our  web  page. 

www.goldengateaudubon.org/Chapter/programs2003-2004.htm 


I'irst  Kesiilt.s  Irom  the  San 
I ranciseo  lireediiio  Bird  /\tla.s 

San  inuiL'iico 
March  1 2 
Mark  Eaton 

Mark  baton  clist'Li.s.scs  some  initial  results 
Irom  tile  San  iTaneiseo  Breeiling  Bird  /\tlas 
Project.  During  the  early  I99()s,  atlas  work- 
ers systematically  covered  San  I'raneiseo 
county  in  order  to  document  the  status  and 
distribution  ol  breeding  birds  in  the  county. 
1 bis  talk  discusses  the  results  from  that  cen- 
sus work  in  the  context  of  natural  features  in 
San  Francisco  and  also  oilers  a comparison 
to  similar  atlas  results  Irom  nearby  coun- 
ties. rhe  results  are  put  into  context  with 
obser\ations  subsequent  to  the  atlas  period 
as  well  as  more  global  environmental  factors 
lor  migratory  species. 

Mark  is  President  and  Cofounder  of 
the  San  Francisco  Field  Ornithologists,  an 
organization  dedicated  to  a detailed  under- 
standing ol  identilication  and  systematics  of 
birds  in  San  Francisco  and  beyond.  He  has 
been  a birder  for  over  20  years  and  has  led 
trips  for  Shearwater  Journeys  and  Golden 
Gate  Audubon.  He  is  a contributor  to  the 
effort  to  complete  the  written  portion  of  the 
San  Francisco  Breeding  Bird  .\tlas,  a draft 
of  which  may  be  found  at  www.sffo.org. 
County  Fair  building.  Strybing  Arboretum. 

Golden  Gate  Park.  Q""  Avenue  at  Lincoln  Way 
Directions:  www.strybing.org/visiting/page2.html 


Restore  the  Ba\  C’lmipai^n 

Berkeley 

March  18 
Mike  Sellers 

I he  San  I rancisco  ffay  Ifestoralion  Program 
is  a partnership  of  the  eight  local  Ikiy  .Area 
.Audubon  cha|iters,  .AiRlubon  Ckililornia,  and 
IN'ational  .Audubon.  While  there  have  been 
accomplishments  in  saving  the  Bay,  it  is  time 
to  begin  the  \sork  ol  restoring  our  natural 
commons — the  largest  anti  most  ecological- 
ly significant  estuarx’  on  the  lAicific  Goast  of 
the  Americas,  ft  is  a crucial  bird  habitat,  a \ i- 
tal  fisher)',  a major  shipping  center,  a source 
of  precious  water,  a playground  for  its  cities, 
a natural  treasure  in  trouble,  and  a stirring 
challenge  to  our  human  stewardship. 

In  San  Fratichco  Bay:  Portrait  of  an 
Estnar)  (Unixersity  of  California  Press, 
October  200.3),  John  1 fart's  lyrical  w riting 
and  Daxid  Sangers  155  cyc-opening  color 
photographs  rexeal  this  manel  hidden  in 
|rlain  sight — its  xaried  past,  its  complicated 
present,  and  its  promising  future.  Mike 
Sellers,  Policy  Director,  Acting  Director, 
SF  Bay  Restoration  Program,  will  update 
us  on  the  Restore  the  Bay  campaign.  I’re- 
signed  copies  of  the  book  xxill  be  axailable 
for  $28,  20%  off  the  list  price  of  $34.95. 
Photographer  Dax  id  Sanger  mav  attend. 
Northbrae  Community  Church,  941  The  Alameda 
(between  Solano  and  Marin) 

Directions:  www.northbrae.org/directions.html 


Have  you  ever  wanted  to  tell  others 
about  your  birding  trips?  Been  curious 
where  other  birders  have  traveled? 
Wondered  where  in  the  world  to 
take  your  next  birding  adventure? 
If  you  answered  yes,  we  hope  you'll 
participate  in  Golden  Gate  Audubon's 
new  world  map  project,  which  pinpoints 
the  sites  where  our  members  have 
birded. 

Just  send  us  a letter,  postcard,  or  email 
listing  the  countries,  U.S.  states  and 
particular  areas  where  you  have  birded, 
and  we'll  mark  the  locations  on  our 
map.  Our  goal  is  to  illustrate  the  variety 
and  popularity  of  sites  Golden  Gate 
Audubon  members  have  visited.  You 
may  wish  to  include  multiple,  specific 
locations  within  a country  or  state  to 
help  us  know  where  to  place  markers 
on  the  map.  And  if  you  send  a picture 
postcard  from  a birding  site,  we'll 
display  it  on  our  bulletin  board. 

We  look  forward  to  hearing  from  you 
and  representing  you  on  our  map.  Come 
have  a look  at  our  bird-iful  world! 


Golden  Gate  Audnhmis  world  map  was 
generoush  donated  /n  member  Marihn 
Nasatir  to  adorn  the  wall  in  our  confer- 
ence room.  She  also  designed  the  project, 
lliank  you,  Marilyn! 


Golden  Gate  Audubon  Membership  Dues  Go  Up 


Effectixe  .April  1 . 2004.  Golden  Gate  Audubon  Society  is  increas- 
ing the  annual  dues  for  Supporting  Members  (those  xxho  belong 
to  Golden  Gate  .Audubon  in  addition  to  or  instead  of  the  National 
.Audubon  Society).  Folloxving  is  the  schedule  of  membership  rates: 

Student:  ®20  Individual:  ®25  Family:  ®40 

Benefits  of  being  a Supporting  Member  include: 


One-year  subscription  to  77;e  Gull  (10  issues) 

10%  discount  on  purchases  at  our  nature  store  in  Berkelex 
.Access  to  held  trips  and  monthlx  programs 
Discounts  on  eligible  classes  and  exents 
\dlunteer  opportunities 

Know  ledge  that  100%  of  xour  dues  go  toxxard  local 
conservation  and  environmental  education  programs. 
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FIELD  TRIPS 


Susan  Groves 


Free,  Drop-In  Birding 
for  Children 

Str)/bhig  Arhoreliu)!,  San  Francisco 

Saturdays,  March  6 and  April  3 

San  Francisco  Nature  Education  Leaders: 
Nancy  DeStefanis,  Angie  Geiger; 

Strybing  Arboretum  Docent:  Darin  Dawson 
415.387.9160,  info@sfnature.org 

Meet  at  the  main  gate  near  the  Strybing 
Bookstore  at  10  a.m.  Bring  binoculars  if  you 
have  them  and  a pencil.  I his  birding  tour 
and  nature  hike  tor  children  tromps  through 
the  exciting  microhabitats  of  the  arboretum. 
Ages  7 and  older.  All  children  must  be  ac- 
companied by  an  adult,  d rip  ends  at  noon. 
Co-sponsored  In'  Sa>i  Francisco  Nature 
Education,  Strybing  Arhoretiun  Society  and 
Colden  Gate  Audubon  Society. 

Bush  Creek 
Marin  County 
Saturday,  March  6 

Leader:  Bob  Lewis 
510.845.5001;  Rlewis0727@aol.com 

Meet  at  8 a.m.  lor  a hall-day  trip.  We  will 
examine  the  marsh  alongside  the  road  and 
then  hike  along  the  oak  woodland.  There 
will  be  ducks,  swallows,  some  raptors  and 
woodland  species,  and  perhaps  shorebirds. 
Take  Hwy.  101  north  to  Novato.  Exit  at  the  last 
Novato  exit,  Atherton.  Follow  the  signs  toward  the 
airport.  When  you  get  on  the  frontage  road  on  the 
east  side  of  the  highway,  you  will  see  a Marin  County 
open  space  area  on  your  right.  Park  nearby. 

A 

% M 

Strybing  Arboretum 

Sa)i  Francisco 

Sundays,  March  7 and  April  4 

GGAS  co-leaders:  Allan  Ridley,  Rick  Ferrick; 
Strybing  Arboretum  Docents:  Linda  Lyons, 
Helen  McKenna.  415.566.3241 

Meet  at  8 a.m.  at  the  Iront  gate  ol  the 
Arboretum  lor  this  regular  first  Sunday  ol 
the  month  hall-day  trip.  See  Januarv' Ci;i//  lor 
details.  Beginners  and  all  others  welcome. 


Biking  along  East  Bay  Shoreline 

Alameda  County 

Sunday,  March  7 

Leader:  Kathy  Jarrett,  510.547.1233 
(no  calls  after  9 pm),  kathyJarrett@yahoo.eom 

An  all  day  bicycle  trip  on  the  Bay  Trail  from 
Aquatic  Park  in  Berkeley  to  Richmond 
Marina  Bay,  including  the  Albany  Crescent 
and  Point  Isabel  areas.  Leaders  will  return 
by  bicycle  along  the  Bay  Trail  mid-  to  late  af- 
ternoon, but  it  is  possible  to  return  by  BART. 
Bring  sun  screen,  lunch  and  liquids.  There 
is  a small  store/cafe  at  Richmond  Marina 
Bay  where  food/drink  may  be  purchased. 
Bicycle  helmet  required.  Rain  cancels. 

From  San  Pablo  Ave.  in  Berkeley  just  south  of  Ashby 
Ave.,  turn  west  toward  the  bay  on  67th  St.,  then 
right  on  Bay  St.  (the  extension  of  Shellmound  St.  in 
Emeryville)  just  past  the  train  tracks  and  go  straight 
to  the  end,  past  Potter  St.,  to  a small  parking  lot  on 
the  right.  Watch  out  for  busy  traffic  here  as  cars  are 
going  toward  the  freeway  from  Bay  and  Potter. 

Wednesday  at  Arrowhead  Marsh 
Alameda  County 
Wednesday,  March  10 

Leader:  Courtenay  Peddle,  510.532.891 1 
(no  calls  before  9am),  capeddle@there.net 

Meet  at  the  parking  lot  at  9:30  a.m.  to  study 
and  enjoy  the  wintering  birds.  Up  to  14 
species  ol  ducks  and  perhaps  Clapper  Rail. 
I lea\y  rain  cancels.  Bring  seope  if  you  have 
one.  All  levels  ol  birders  weleome. 

Take  1-880  south  to  Flegenberger  and  then  west  on 
Hegenberger  to  Doolittle  Drive.  Right  on  Doolittle, 
right  onto  Swan  Way.  Left  into  MLK  park.  Drive  to 
end  for  Arrowhead  Marsh  parking  lot. 


Honey  Lake  and 
Greater  Sage-Grouse 

Lassen  County 

Saturday-Sunday,  March  13-14 

Leader:  Dave  Quady 

51 0.704.9353;  davequady@worldnet.att.net 

We  will  search  Lassen  County  lor  Greater 
Sage-Grouse,  Bald  Eagles  and  other  win- 
tering birds  of  the  Eastern  Sierra.  IVip  is 
limited  to  the  First  20  participants.  Detailed 
directions  will  be  provided  to  those  who  are 
confirmed  on  the  trip. 

Briones  Regional  Park 

Berkeley 

Saturday,  March  13 

Leader:  Rusty  Scalf 
510.666.9936;  rscalf@jps.net 

Meet  at  8 a.m.  at  the  Bear  Valley  Rd.  en- 
trance to  the  park  for  this  half  day  trip.  First 
parking  lot  inside  the  park.  We  will  look  for 
winter  birds  in  oak  savannah,  Oak-Madrone- 
Bay  woodland  and  grassland  habitats. 

From  Orinda.  go  north  on  Camino  Pablo.  Turn  right  on 
Bear  Creek  Rd.  4.5  miles,  then  right  into  the  park. 

[$]  ft 

San  Francisco  Bird  Blitz 
San  Francisco 
Saturday,  March  20 

Leader:  Alan  Hopkins 
415.644.0983,  ash@sfo.com 

In  this  annual  blitz  we  e.xpect  to  tallv  over 
1 00  different  species  within  the  Citv  limits. 
1 his  year,  we  look  to  exceed  all  pre\ious 
records.  Meet  at  the  north  end  of  Xho 
Ness  Ave.  (past  North  Point,  the  last  cross 
street)  at  the  loot  ol  Municipal  Pier  at  7 
a.m.  W e w ill  cara\an  to  other  sites  including 
Colden  Cate  I’ark,  Sulro  Baths,  Lake  Merced 
and  Candlestick  Point.  Bring  snacks,  lunch 
and  liquids.  We  will  bird  until  dusk,  then 
adjourn  to  a restaurant  for  dinner. 


Contact  Susan  Groves,  Field  Trips  Committee  Chair, 

key 

at  510.654,5954  orsusangroves@att.net; 

• if  you  can  share  a ride  or  if  you  need  a ride. 

Carpool 

• if  you  have  difficulty  reaching  a leader  and 

[$]  Entrance  fee 

need  information. 

required 

• if  you  have  suggestions  for  trips,  or 

• if  you  are  interested  in  leading  a trip. 

Biking  trip 

0 THE  GULL  MARCH  2004 


Arrowhead  Marsh 

AliiHU’ilii  ( 'oitiily 

Sunday,  March  21 

Leader:  Bruce  Mast,  510.435.1371  mo  calls 
after  9 pmi,  Bmast@alumni.iice.edu 

i\K‘Ct  at  '■*  a.m.  lor  a -1  hour  stroll.  \\v  will 
look  lot  \\ .itr'i'low  I aiul  shori'hinls,  including 
some  m htvi'rlin^  pluma^o.  kHapiK-r  Rail  and 
lUii  row  in^  ( )\\  1 aiv  possihlc.  Bring  a scope  if 
vou  ha\c  one.  Beginners  welcome. 

Take  1-880  and  exit  at  Hegenberger  Rd.  Head  west 
and  turn  right  at  Doolittle  Drive.  Right  onto  Swan 
Way,  left  into  MLK  Shoreline  Park.  Follow  the  park 
road  to  the  end. 

» — * 

Coyote  Hills  Regional  Park 

IreinoHt 

Saturday,  March  27 

Leader:  Anne  Hoff 

510.845.5908,  Anne2210B@aol.com 

Meet  at  8:30  a.m.  at  the  Visitor  Center  park- 
ing lot  lor  this  hall  day  trip.  Coyote  1 lills  is  a 
unique  park  with  fresh  water  marsh  and  salt 
pond  habitat.  We  should  see  dticks,  shore- 
birds,  wintering  songbirds,  raptors.  Bring 
luneb  and  liquids.  Beginners  welcome.  It 
may  be  muddy.  Hea\y  rain  cancels. 

From  the  East  Bay  take  1-880  south  to  Rt.  84/ 
Dumbarton  Bridge  exit.  Turn  right  and  continue 
west.  Exit  on  Paseo  Padre  Pkwy.  Turn  right  and 
continue  north  one  mile,  left  on  Patterson  Ranch  Rd. 
to  Coyote  Hills. 

[SI  « 

Presidio  Bird  Walk 

Siui  i~ni>icisco 

Sunday,  March  28 

Leader:  David  Armstrong,  415.305.7681(c); 
darmstrong99@yahoo.com  i email  preferred) 

Meet  at  7:30  a.m.  in  front  of  the  former 
Public  Health  Hospital  accessible  at  tbe 
end  of  loth  .Avenue  near  the  intersection 
with  Lake  St.  We  will  look  for  overwinter- 
ing birds  and  early  spring  arrivals  and  will  be 
birding  different  locations  in  tbe  Presidio  in- 
cluding the  restoration  site  at  Presidio  I lills, 
Kobbe  and  Upton,  Crissy  Field,  HI  Polin 
Spring,  Inspiration  Point  and  Mountain 
Lake  Park.  We  v\  ill  be  covering  up  to  6 miles 
on  foot  with  approx.  1000  feet  of  total  eleva- 
tion gain.  Trip  ends  around  noon. 


Ikiy  I rail/IBchinoiul  St'i'vicc  Irip 

( oillltl  ( os/d  ( 'oiiiil) 

Saturday,  April  10 

Leadec  Jeffrey  Black  510.526.7068; 
chipmunk1003@aol.com.  Call  to  reserve. 

20  spaces  available. 

I lelp  out  in  the  new  native  plant  nurserv, 
transplanting  seedlings  and  other  tasks,  and 
learn  about  the  marsh  restoration  |)roject 
uiul  erway  along  the  south  Bichmond  slxjre- 
line.  We  II  etui  the  morning  with  a walk  otit 
to  the  Bay  I rail  to  v iew  shorehirds.  Phis 
event  is  co-sponsored  by  Acjuatic  Outreacb 
Institute,  an  environmental  I'ducation  non- 
profit organi/ation  based  on  the  Lhiiversity 
ol  Calilornia’s  Bichmond  I iekl  Station. 
Light  relreshments  will  be  jirovided;  some 
gloves  and  tools  are  available,  but  vou  may 
bring  your  own.  1 leavy  rain  will  cancel. 
Meet  at  9 a.m.  at  tbe  LICB  Bicbmond  Field 
Station,  1327  South  46tb  Street  (!ate  fi2. 
From  Berkeley,  take  Hwy  580  towards  Richmond 
and  exit  at  Bayview  Avenue.  Turn  left  at  the  signal 
and  go  over  the  highway.  At  the  stop  sign,  go 
straight.  Follow  the  road  about  a quarter  mile,  past 
the  curve.  Turn  left  at  47th  Street  (there  is  a left  turn 
lane),  and  then  take  an  immediate  right  across  the 
railroad  tracks,  into  the  Richmond  Field  Station. 
(47th  Street  is  poorly  marked.  Look  for  the  end  of 
the  iron  fence  on  your  left.  If  you  reach  the  freeway 
entrance,  you've  gone  too  far.)  The  main  gate  will  be 
closed,  so  turn  left  and  follow  the  dirt  road  to  gate 
#2.  Once  on  the  Field  Station,  turn  right,  then  imme- 
diately another  right.  The  plant  nursery  will  be  in  front 
of  you.  just  past  the  bend  in  the  road. 

Palm  Springs,  Morongo  Valley 
and  Joshua  Tree  National  Park 
Thursday,  April  29-Sunday,  May  2 

Leader:  Rusty  Scalf 
510.666.9936;  rscalf@jps.net 

This  tbrcc  dav  trip  should  provide  excellent 
opportunities  for  viewing  desert  and  oasis 
birds  as  well  as  spring  migrants.  W’e  ex- 
pect to  see  \crniillion  Flycateber,  Summer 
Tanager,  ^ellow-breasted  Cbat  and  many 
desert  species  such  as  Boadrunner.  Black- 
throated  Sparrow  and  \ erdin.  Trip  limited  to 
15  people.  Contact  leader  to  reserve  spaee. 
Our  proposed  itinerary  is  as  follows: 

Thursday,  April  29.  Fly  out  of  (Oakland 
for  (Ontario  .Airport  on  Southwest  .Airlines 
ilfiOSS.  Bent  two  v ans  at  tbe  airport  and  driv  e 
to  Palm  Springs  and  stay  there  overnight. 


Friday,  April  30.  Spend  tbe  morning  binimg 
P.dm  ( .invon,  tbe  .illeinoon  .it  .Nature 
( onseiv.iiuv  ( o.K  bella  \.dlev  Preservic 
( Iveinigbt  ill  Vki  .1  Villev 

Saturday,  May  1.  Bud  in  Mmongn  \allev, 
Covington  P.iik  Big  .Moiongo  C aiivon 
might  be  the  linesi  oasis  in  ( .diloinia  lor 
viewing  spring  migration 

Sunday,  May  2.  Birtl  Josluia  liee  .National 
P.irk.  Beturn  to  ( l.ikland  on  Southwest 
■Airlines  ^ 1 028  leav  ing  ( )ntario  at  '7:05  jr.in 
(Welltrv  to  get  ,i  date  shake  at  Hadlevs  i 

Note:  Any  storm  activity  to  the  south  may  result  in  a 
migrant  fallout,  and  we  will  keep  our  schedule  flexible 
Local  birders  will  be  consulted 

Aosemile’s  Bird  Tile 

VoscDiih'  Nutiaihil  \\»rk 
Friday-Sunday,  June  4-June  6 

Leaders:  Dave  Quady,  510.704.9353, 
davequady@worldnet.att.net;  Bob  Lewis 

Fbe  low  er  and  middle  elev'ations  of  Vosemite 
National  Park  are  alive  w itb  singing  birds  in 
early  June.  ,A  variety  ol  habitats  supports  a 
rich  diversity  ol  bird  life,  typically  including 
seven  flycatchers  (four  Lm|iidonax),  three 
vireos,  seven  warblers,  and  rnanv  other 
species  in  full  song  and  breeding  plumage. 
Meet  at  tbe  large  parking  lot  just  inside  tbe 
Hwy.  120  (Big  Oak  Flat)  entrance  to  the 
Park,  30  mi.  from  Vosemite  Valley  on  Friday. 
June  4,  at  3 p.m.,  and  at  7 a.m.  on  Saturday, 
June  5,  and  Sunday.  June  6.  On  I ridav  after- 
noon we  will  bird  for  a couple  of  hours  and 
perhaps  look  for  owls  later.  On  Saturday  we 
will  bird  all  day  and  look  for  ow  Is  in  the  eve- 
ning. (If  vou  arrive  later  Saturday  morning, 
meet  the  group  in  Hodgdon  Meadow,  below 
tbe  Hodgdon  Meadow  Group  Campsites.) 
On  Sundav  we  will  bird  until  about  3 p.m. 
Bring  warm  clothes,  rainwear,  rubber  boots 
(wet  meadows)  and  a large  flashlight  for 
owling.  Bring  a lunch  and  be  prepared  to 
walk  about  three  miles  each  day. 

Nearby  campgroun(ds  include  Hodgdon  Meadow 
and  Crane  Flat  in  the  Park  (reservations  required: 
800.436  72751.  and  Forest  Service  campgrounds 
Dimond  O on  Evergreen  Road  the  road  to  Hetch 
Hetchy),  and  Sweetwater  on  Hwy.  1 20.  Lodging  on 
or  near  Hwy.  1 20  includes  Vosemite  Westgate  Lodge 
800.253.9673,  Evergreen  Lodge  800.935.6343. 
Vosemite  Riverside  Inn  800.626.7408  or  yosemiteri 
versideinn.com,  and  Vosemite  Lakes  800.531 .1001 . 
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OBSERVATIONS 


January  1-31 , 2004 
Bruce  Mast 


A 


or  pessimists  and  rail  watch- 
ers, the  calendar  indicated  a 
couple  more  months  of  short, 
cold,  rainy  days.  For  optimists  and  song- 
bird lovers,  January  brought  lengthening 
days;  blooming  willows;  returning  Allen’s 
Hummingbirds;  courting  Herons,  mating 
Red-shouldered  Hawks;  singing  Wrens, 
Titmice,  and  Thrashers;  and  nest-building 
Anna’s  Hummingbirds  and  Purple  Finches. 
Can  spring  be  tar  oft7 

Loons  to  Ducks 

A Jan  18  visitor  at  the  Pt  Reyes  Lighthouse 
(PRNS,  MRN)  noted  a Yellow-billed 
Loon  (Ciuia  adamsii)  flying  south  within 
200  yards  from  the  whale-watch  platform, 
followed  by  a comparatively  diminutive 
Pacific  Loon  (SS).  I’he  waters  off  Crissy 
Fields,  SF,  continued  to  host  a Red-necked 
Grebe  throughout  the  month  (HC,  PS, 
ASH).  On  Jan  4th,  at  least  3 Brant  were 
seen  associating  with  a flock  of  Canada 
Geese  at  Limantour  Estero,  PRNS,  MRN. 
(JCS).  The  region’s  2 resident  Harlequin 
Ducks  stayed  put  last  month:  1 at  Coyote 
Pt,  SM  (RST;  mob);  the  other  near 
Chimney  Rock,  PRNS,  MRN  (SS).  Both 
have  been  entertaining  birds  since  last  sum- 
mer. In  addition,  a female  Harlequin  flew 
by  Moss  Beach,  SM,  on  the  25th  (RST). 
A number  of  obser\'ers  reported  White- 
winged and  Black  Scoters  last  month. 
On  Jan  29,  a Long-tailed  Duck  joined  the 
Scoter  flock  off  of  F'ort  Funston,  SF  (1 1C). 
Long-tailed  Ducks  were  also  reported  from 
lk)ster  City,  SM,  on  the  I Oth  (CD;  moh);  on 
I’omales  Bay,  MRN,  on  the  15th  (RS)  and 
on  the  Petaluma  River,  MRN/SON,  on  the 
27th  (RLe). 

Raptors  to  Alcicis 

For  much  ol  the  month,  Ryer  Island,  SOL, 
was  a raptor  watchers  fantasy.  Visitors 
to  this  Delta  island  reimrted  hundreds 
ol  hawks,  kites,  harriers,  and  kestrels. 
Highlights  included  several  Rough-legged 


Hawks  and  at  least  a half-dozen  Swainson’s 
Hawks,  most  of  them  juveniles  (RM;  mob). 
Rail  watchers,  on  the  other  hand,  studied 
their  tide  charts  and  then  made  their  pil- 
grimages to  Waldo’s  Dike  at  Tomales  Bay 
(MRN)  and  Palo  Alto  Baylands  (SCL). 
High  tides  of  Jan  19  produced  at  least  brief 
views  of  Black  Rails  at  both  locations  (CC, 
KL,  MRo).  Another  member  of  the  Rallidae 
family,  a Common  Moorhen  turned  up  at 
Harv'ey  Marsh,  SCL,  on  Jan  13  (BRe,  FV). 

A Rock  Sandpiper  was  reported  on  Jan 
1 1 in  Bodega  Bay,  SON  (DN).  Arriving 
Jan  9th,  a second  Rock  Sandpiper  made 
it  as  far  south  as  the  Half  Moon  Bay  Golf 
Course,  SM,  where  it  lingered  for  about  10 
days  near  the  18th  hole  (CD;  moh).  Alviso’s 
New  Chicago  Marsh  (SCL)  continued  to  be 
a hot  spot  tor  Ruff,  where  4 or  more  must 
have  spent  the  month,  at  least  if  all  age/sex 
reports  were  accurate  (mob). 

The  best  gull  this  month  had  to  he  a 
second  winter  Lesser  Black-backed  Gull 
(Larus  fuscus)  seen  at  the  Sunnyvale  Water 
Pollution  Control  Plant,  SCL,  on  Jan  14 
(BB).  From  Jan  9-19  the  gull  flock  at  the 
mouth  of  Pilarcitos/Frenchman’s  Creeks 
in  Half  Moon  Bay,  SM,  hosted  a juvenile 
Glaucous  Cull  (AJ;  RST,  DSi).  Glaucous 


Gull  also  stopped  in  at  Hayward  RS  on  the 
26th  ( BR).  The  first  week  of  the  month,  15 
Black  Skimmers  remained  on  their  favored 
island  at  Charleston  Slough,  SCL  (BB).  In 
the  Alcid  family.  Ancient  Murrclets  were 
spied  off  Ano  Nuevo  SR,  SM,  on  the  3rd 
(RST)  and  in  Moss  Beach,  SM,  on  the  25th 
(RST,  KO). 

Doves  to  Thrashers 

A hiker  at  Coal  Cr  OSP  off  Skyline,  SM, 
was  treated  to  daylight  views  of  Northern 
Pygmy-Owl  on  Jan  26th  (BB).  Burrowing 
Owls  were  reported  from  several  bayside 
locations:  on  the  6th  and  1 5th  at  Arrowhead 
Marsh,  ALA  (TH);  on  the  10th  in  SM,  SM 
(RST;  RF,  DSi,  JM);  and  on  the  16th  at 
New  Chicago  Marsh  and  Arzino  Ranch, 
SCL  (BB).  The  Arrowhead  Marsh  owls  had 
been  absent  for  several  years.  Ryer  Island, 
SOL,  was  a great  destination  for  owls  as 
well  as  raptors,  with  the  highlight  being 
16  Long-eared  Owls  in  the  redwood  grove 
on  Jan  10-16  (RM,  IvA).  Four  Short-eared 
Owls  were  seen  patrolling  the  fields  along 
Grizzly  Island  Rd,  SOL  on  Jan  19  (AF) 
and  3 more  hunters  drew  onlookers  to  the 
Wavecrest  area  in  Half  Moon  Bav,  SM,  on 
Jan  10  and  26  (CD;  mob). 

Vaux’s  Swifts  were  seen  repeatedly  the 
first  week  of  Jan.,  performing  their  aerial 
acrobatics  over  Las  Callinas  Sewage  Ponds, 
MRN  (BDB).  Lewis’s  Woodpeckers  lingered 
throughout  the  month  along  Alpine  Rd,  SM, 
(CMl,  JRy,  PeM,  DA)  and  in  Inverness, 


.Snow  Ihinlin^ 
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MKN  iPlM.  1 he  Vcllovv-hdlit'cl  S.ipsmkn 
remained  in  resiilenee  ai  TiUleii  Kl>,  C’C!.  at 
least  tliroiigh  tlie  12th  (HI',  muh). 

An  F.mpitlonax  llyeatelua  eltallen^-i'd  oh 
servers  iit  Ci(iH,  Sl\  tliron>>li  the  *-)th,  where 
it  Wiis  ll)d  at  x'aiions  times  as  I Limmond’s 
Dusky,  aiul  l.e.ist  (l>S.  ASM),  In  MHN, 
the  consensus  was  that  a I lammond's 
llyeateher  was  lrei|uentin^  tlie  White 
House  Pool  m Imerness  Park  through 
the  sn.1  (SJD).  seeom.1  I lammoiuls  was 
reporteil  near  Stinson  Heaeh  on  the  lOlh 
iDW'ik  ,\n  eastern  vagrant,  Seissor-tailed 
I'lycateher,  spent  the  week  of  Jan  2d-29 
just  south  ol  Davis  on  Old  Davis  Hd,  SOL. 
iCDL,  Ll„  jl\l,  HI').  On  Jan  1 4th,  a Yellow- 
hilled  Magpie  strayed  out  to  the  coast  at  L't 
Cronkite,  MHN  (anon,).  Iwo  Harn  Swallows 
were  out  ol  season  over  Limantour  Heaeh, 
MHN,  on  Jan  18th  (DDS)  and  dozens  more 
over  Hayward  HS  on  the  26th  were  equally 
surprising  (HR).  American  Dip|iers  e.xploretl 
several  Hay  Area  creeks  last  month:  at  L 
Temescal,  ALA,  on  the  6th  (SL);  at  Alum 
Rock  park.  SCL,  Jan  10-17  (MRo,  mob); 
and  at  the  Highway  128  bridge  below 
Monticello  Dam,  SOL,  on  the  29th  (JM, 
RF).  Finally,  a Townsend's  Solitaire  was 
discovered  on  Jan  10th  in  Del  Puerto  Cyn, 
ALA  (AEd). 


Wood  Warblers  to  Finches 

On  Jan  16-17,  2 Phainopeplas  managed 
to  find  some  mistletoe  at  Foothill  RP  in 
Windsor.  SON  (LH,  LL,  CL.  DSh.AW).  On 
Jan  7,  a female  Summer  Tanager  spent  the 
day  near  the  PRNS  Visitor's  Center,  MRN. 
(Toll).  Out  of  season  Western  Tanagers 
lingered  in  Strybing  Arboretum  (GGP,  SF) 
on  the  1st  (ASH,  MZ)  and  passed  through 
Sunnyvale,  SCL,  on  the  18th  (C\\'). 

The  SSF  (SM)  Nelson's  Sharp-tailed 
Sparrow,  Hrst  found  in  early  Dec.,  put  in  an 
appearance  at  the  marsh  behind  Littlefield 
.Ave  on  the  18th  tiMH,  RST).  Over  in 
.AL.A,  another  Nelson’s  was  discovered  at 
.Arrowhead  Marsh  on  the  21st  and  refound 
on  the  25th  (TH;  mob).  .ALA  birders  were 
additionally  treated  to  a \isiting  Snow 
Bunting  (Plectrophena.x  nivalis)  at  the  San 
Leandro  Marina  on  Jan  25th  and  26th  (HR. 
mob),  just  the  2nd  county  record,  its  pres- 
ence overshadowed  that  of  the  Mountain 


Hluebiid  III  till-  s.iiiu'  \icin 
ity.  ()\ei  III  St  I .,  .1  binli  i goi 
a biii'l  but  ilesiiipti\e  look 
at  a |>rob.ible  Indigo  Hunting 
at  t harleston  Marsh  on  the 
22nd  (DWe).  Subset|iient 
searches  went  unre\\ariled. 

W'eend  this  month’s  column 
with  a series  of  icterid  sight- 
ings. Iricoloretl  Hlackbirds 
joined  hi  ackt)ird  flocks  near 
the  fairfield  landfill,  SOL, 
on  Jan  14th  (JM,  RL)  and  iu,rlcc,um  Duch 
at  CeP,  SI',  on  Jan  21st  and 
.■>lst  (JCb  SR).  .-\  male  and  -5 
female  Creat-tailetl  Crackles  spent  the  first 
W'eek  ol  the  month  at  the  Caiyote  Ca'  Coif 
Club,  SCL  (MM;  DWe).  Hack  in  CCP,  .-f 
Hooded  Orioles  spent  the  last  half  of  the 
month  near  Middle  L (1 1C,  Stll).  Also  in 
Sl%  a Hullock’s  Oriole  in  the  Presidio,  first 
reported  in  Dec.,  lingered  through  Jan  3rd 
(PS;  JC,  PS,  ASH). 


Postscript:  a number  of  birders  base 
asked  me  how  best  to  submit  sightings 
lor  this  column.  1 he  best  strategy  is  sim- 
ply  to  post  sightings  to  one  of  the  Irirding 
email  lists  that  ser\e  the  area  (for  the  list 
in  your  area,  see  http://fog.ccsLcc.ca.us/ 
~jmorlan/county.htm)  or  report  the  sight- 
ing to  the  Northern  Cialifornia  Hirdbox  at 
415.681.7422. 


Wood  Warbler  Sightings 

Nahsville  Warbler 


1/4-8 

Overfelt  Gardens, 
San  Jose,  SCL 

MRo,  BRe, 
FV 

1/6 

College  & Broadway, 
Oakland,  ALA 

ST 

1/17 

L Merced,  SF 

HC 

Black-throated  Gray  Warbler 
1/1-13  Oakland  & Grand  Avenue. 
Oakland,  ALA 

RSm 

1/14-18 

Berkeley  Aquatic  Park. 
ALA 

KA 

1/15-31 

Lakeside  Park,  Oakland. 

BEM:  mob 

ALA 


Black-and-white  Warbler 

1/1. 

Lakeside  Park.  Oakland. 

ESe.  mob 

15-27 

AU\ 

1/2 

SF  Zoo.  SF 

PMC.  BK 

1/15-26 

Inverness  Park.  MRN 

RS:  mob 

Northern  Waterthrush 

1/1 1-28 

Charleston  Rd  Marsh. 

AE.  MRo: 

SCL 

mob 

Wilson’s  Warbler 

1/17 

Kensington.  CC 

GG 

Abbreviations  for  Observers:  DA.  David  Armstrong;  BB.  Bill  Bousman;  DB.  Dennis  Braddy  KA.  Ken  Archibald  BDB.  Bruce  Ba^ema 
KB.  Ken  Burton;  PB.  Patricia  Braddy;  CC.  Chris  Conard:  HC.  Hugh  Cotter:  JC.  Josiah  Clark:  LC.  Les  Chibana.  ADM  AI  DeMaritni; 
DDS.  Dave  DeSante;  CD.  Gary  Deghi:  JD,  Jim  Danzenbaker;  SJD.  Stephen  J Davies.  AE.  AI  Eisner;  AEd.  An  Edwards.  MWE  Mark 
Eaton;  AF.  Anthony  Fisher.  BF.  Brian  Fitch;  MF.  Mike  Feighner;  RF.  Rich  Ferrick.  RFi,  RF:  GG.  George  Gnffeth.  SG.  Steve  Glover. 
ASH.  Alan  Hopkins;  KH,  Keith  Hansen;  LH.  Lisa  Hug;  MH.  Mary  Haveman;  SH.  Steve  Huckabone.  StH.  Steve  Hampton.  TH  Trsvts 
Hails;  ToH.  Tom  Howard:  AJ.  Alvaro  Jaramillo;  BK.  Bill  Kennedy:  CL.  Cindy  Lieurance;  CDL.  Calvin  Lou.  DL.  Don  Lewis  JL,  KL, 
Kimya  Lambert:  JL:  LL.  Les  Lieurance:  RL.  Robin  Leong:  RLe.  Rick  Lebaudoun  SL.  Stephen  Long.  BEM  Bruce  Mast.  CMl,  Chns 
Macintosh;  DM.  Dan  Murphy;  JM.  Joe  Morlan.  KMK.  Kevin  McKereghan;  MM.  Mike  Mammoser;  PM  Peter  Metropulos  PeM 
Peggy  Macres;  PMC.  Pat  McCulloch;  RM.  Roger  Muskat;  DN.  David  Nelson:  KO.  Kns  Olson;  BR  Bob  Power  JR  John  Poole.  PP 
Peter  Pyle;  BR.  Bob  Richmond;  Bre.  Bob  Railing;  JR.  Jean  Richmond;  JRy.  Jennifer  Rycenga:  MR.  Mark  Reuzon.  MRo  Mike  Rogers; 
SR.  Siobhan  Ruck;  DS.  David  Suddjian.  DSi.  Dan  Singer;  DSh.  Doug  Shaw.  ES.  Emihe  Strauss  ESe.  Emily  Serkin  JCS.  Juan  So*»s. 
PS.  Paul  Saraceni;  RS.  Rich  Stallcup;  RSc.  Rusty  Scalf.  RSM.  Robert  Smith,  SS.  Sam  Stuart.  ST.  SyMa  Tnnidad.  RST.  Ron  Thom 
MU.  Myra  Utvang;  DVR  David  Vander  Ruym;  FV.  Frank  Vanslager;  AW.  Alan  Wight.  AWi.  Adam  Winer.  CW.  Chns  Wolfe.  DW  Denise 
Wight;  DWe.  Dave  Weber.  DW>.  Dave  Wimpfheimer;  JY.  James  Yurchenco;  MZ.  MZ 


Srmtcolom  separate  orff;inal  ohsmer.  s ' from  sulfseijurnt  f/hsrner,s  i \ht*rn'u2ttrm  moh  ~ m<im  ‘aoh 

compiM /ntm  HirdBox  transe  rtpts  anJ  ref^unvil  /ivisrriN  the  authen  aj^olof^tzrs  for  am  errors  .tr  rm$iss$ons 


iither  ohsenrrx  Jmfr/rmatum  t'‘ 


Abbreviations  for  Counties  and  Others:  ALA.  Alameda.  BBA.  Breeding  Bird  Atlas.  CBC.  Christmas  Bird  Count.  CC.  Contra  Costa: 
Cr.  Creek;  Cyn.  Canyon;  GGP.  Golden  Gate  Park;  L.  Lake;  MRN.  Mann.  MTY.  Monterey;  N . N;  NAP.  Napa:  Pt.  Point;  PRNS.  Pt 
Reyes  National  Seashore;  ; RP  Regional  Park;  Rd.  Road:  Res.  Reservoir.  RS.  Regional  Shoreline;  SB,  State  Beach.  SCL.  Santa 
Clara;  SF,  San  Francisco.  SM.  San  Mateo:  SOL.  Solano.  SON.  Sonoma:  SP  State  Park;  SR  SR 


THE  GULL  MARCH  2004  9 


US  Fiph  and  Wildlife  S^rv»:i 


BACKYARD  BIRDER 


Meg  Pauletich 


The  new  year  began  badly  tor 
a Hermit  Thrush  which  had 
been  caught  by  a neighbor’s 
cat.  It  looked  as  if  it  might  make  it,  hut 
by  noon  the  next  day,  it  had  died.  Since 
our  local  wildlite  museum,  which  rescues 
animals,  was  closed,  my  neighbor  had  to  do 
her  best  to  keep  it  going  until  the  museum 
opened.  But,  too  often,  birds  nabbed  by  cats 
are  severely  injured  or  traumatized  by  the 
experience  and  die  from  shock. 

What  can  you  do  if  you  find  a bird  in 
trouble?  Perhaps  a bird  has  struck 
your  window  and  is  lying  there  quiver- 
ing. Once  1 read  that  9 out  of  10  birds 
survives  bumping  into  a window.  But, 
until  it  can  lly  away  it  is  vulnerable  to 
predators.  One  solution  is  to  cover  the 
bird  with  a colander  or  sieve  while  it’s 
recovering.  I've  also  heard  that  placing 
it  in  a sunny  spot  will  help  it  warm  up 
and  get  over  the  shock.  Every  15  min- 
utes or  so,  check  on  the  bird  by  lifting 
the  sieve.  When  it  has  collected  itself, 
it  will  take  oil  like  a jet  airplane. 

What  if  you  see  a baby  bird  hopping 
around  on  the  ground  or  perched  on  a 
low  branch?  He's  all  alone  and  is  be- 
ing eyed  by  a cat.  Generally,  this  is  a 
fledgling  which  has  lelt  the  nest  but 
is  not  an  accomplished  llyer  as  yet.  I bis  is 
a dangerous  time  in  a bird's  life.  He  is  get- 
ting used  to  life  outside  the  nest.  Luckily, 
the  parent  birds  know  where  the  baby  is. 
rhey  are  leeding  it  and  arc  keeping  an  eye 
on  it.  11  that  cat  approaches,  stand  hack  and 
watch  the  parents  go  into  their  attack  mode. 
11  the  cat  is  stalking,  1 would  scare  it  away. 
It's  hard,  hut  tr\'  to  do  nothing  at  all,  as  cruel 
as  this  may  seem.  It  s not  only  illegal  to  raise 
a baby  birtl,  but  it  is  nearly  impossible  to 
succeed,  loo  many  ol  these  little  guys  are 
brought  into  the  rescue  centers  unnecessar- 
ily. It  s best  to  leave  them  in  the  wild. 

If  you  find  a bird  with  a broken  wing, 
e.g.,  you  mav  legally  transfer  it  to  an 


animal  rescue  center.  If  you  need  to  know 
your  nearest  rehabilitator,  call  your  local 
Audubon  chapter  or  the  Humane  Society 
and  they  will  refer  you.  Without  an  ability 
to  lly,  the  bird  is  doomed.  But  some  can 
be  saved.  The  Lindsay  Museum  in  Walnut 
Creek  displays  birds  which  are  not  mended 
and  cannot  he  released  back  into  the  wild. 
If  you  find  a sick  bird,  that  is  another  mat- 
ter. You  may  not  wish  to  risk  handling  it 
so  you  can  avoid  contact  with  diseases. 
Report  such  a bird  to  the  Humane  Society 


lor  their  recommendation  on  how  to  act; 
or  call  the  F’ish  and  Wildlife  Service.  With 
West  Nile  Virus  on  the  march  across  the 
U.  S.,  data  about  dead  birds  is  important  in 
order  to  track  its  progress  as  it  is  spread  by 
mostjuitoes. 

S|rringtime  is  just  around  the  corner  and 
that  means  eggs  anil  baby  birds.  What  il 
you  I'md  an  egg  on  the  ground?  Cdianccs 
.ire  that  returning  an  egg  to  its  nest  wont 
do  much  good.  It  coultl  he  that  the  other 
eggs  h. Itched  ;md  the  parents  removed  it. 
II  it  fell  .iccidcntally,  the  unhatchcil  chick 
would  |)rohahly  he  delormeil.  just  leave  it 
where  it  is  and  it  coultl  become  lunch  for 
some  other  creature. 


If  you  find  a nestling,  that  is,  a bird  with 
no  feathers  that  cannot  hop  around,  try  to 
return  it  to  its  nest,  which  should  be  nearby. 
It’s  a myth  that  parent  birds  will  reject  a 
baby  bird  that  has  been  touched  by  a hu- 
man. They  do  not  recognize  their  offspring 
by  smell. 

What  do  you  do  if  you  find  a nest  wi  th 
eggs  or  nestlings  in  it?  If  the  nest  is  on  the 
ground,  ask  yourself  if  it’s  supposed  to  he 
on  the  ground.  Many  species  of  birds  actu- 
ally nest  in  this  vulnerable  place!  Towhees, 
nighthawks,  meadowlarks,  killdeer  and  oth- 
ers nest  on  terra  firma.  Often  the  nests  are 
almost  invisible  as  they  are  so  well  camo- 
flauged.  The  parents  are  probably  watching 
and  may  even  resort  to  some  fabulous  act- 
ing as  they  pretend  to  be  wounded  in  order 
to  distract  you  and  lure  you  away  from 
the  nest. 

How'ever,  if  the  nest  has  blown 
out  of  a tree  or  shrub,  it  may  he  im- 
possible to  put  it  hack.  Adult  birds 
recognize  where  their  nests  are  and 
might  not  be  able  to  find  a nest  that 
has  been  moved.  But  if  there  are  baby 
birds  in  the  nest  they  are  more  likely 
I to  return  w hen  they  hear  their  babies' 
w cries.  If  the  nestlings  are  uninjured, 
5 but  the  nest  is  damaged,  place  some 
^ nest  materials  and  some  drv  grass  in 
^ a shallow  container  which  has  small 
^ drainage  holes  punched  in  its  bot- 
^ tom.  Secure  the  nest  near  its  original 
location.  Place  the  chicks  inside  and 
leave  the  area.  Check  in  a few  hours 
to  see  if  the  parents  have  returned.  Use 
common  sense.  If  you  keep  checking,  the 
parents  may  he  frightened  awav.  so  don't 
overilo  your  check-ups. 

1 have  learned  that  cats  should  he  kcqrt 
indoors — lor  many  reasons  such  as  their 
own  salcty  anil  health.  My  cat  is  old  and 
he  basically  st.iys  in  now.  Any  luture  kittens 
will  he  kept  inside.  Putting  bells  on  cats 
does  no  good-  they  learn  to  walk  without 
"jingling.  Many,  many  birds  and  other 
w ilillile  are  caught  by  our  pets.  .A  cat’s  basic 
instincts  are  to  hunt  and  kill  food.  We  can- 
not change  that.  But  we  can  do  our  best  not 
to  upset  the  balance  of  true  nature.  Be  a 
responsible  pet  ow  ner. 
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QUAIL,  coiiliiUK'd  /mtn  1 

lisli  "guiding  principles"  in  ;iiil  in  the  i|ikuI 
improvement  process.  Over  the  ne.\t  fi'w 
years,  the  l{eereation  aiul  I'arks  I )ep.irtnu'nt 
anil  Ciolilen  Oati*  .Aiiiluhon,  working  with 
other  eommimity  orgam/ations,  will  pl.mt 
s[ieeilie  native  aiul  non  native  hrush  that 
provide  essential  elements  such  as  seeds, 
leaves,  llowers  Irom  grasses,  shruhs,  and 
tree  herries. 

It  began  three  years  ago  when  the 
Commission  on  the  laivironmenl  and 
the  San  I'raneiseo  Board  ol  Supervisors 
approved  resolutions  endorsing  Clolden 
Cate  Auduhon’s  [dan  to  restore  Calilornia 
Quail  populations  in  San  Francisco.  The 
Supervisors  also  designated  the  Cadifornia 
Quail  the  oHicial  City  bird,  atlding  to  its 
existing  status  as  the  Calilornia  state  bird. 

With  that  endorsement.  Golden  Cate 
Audubon  hired  professional  biologists  to 
develop  a comprehensive  quail  restora- 
tion plan  tor  San  Francisco  parks  and  the 
Presidio.  Fhe  plan  w'as  completed  in  July 
2001.  The  Presidio  program  began  imme- 
diately and  has  been  very  successtul  in  its 
ellorts  to  restore  quail  habitat  in  the  area  of 
Batterx'  CaulHeld. 

Our  efforts  to  implement  the  City  parks 
quail  program,  however,  met  with  stumbling 
blocks.  When  Golden  Cate  .Audubon  asked 
the  Commission  on  the  Environment  to 
approve  the  quail  restoration  plan  in  city 
parks,  we  were  met  with  vocal  opponents. 
Feral  cat  advocates  thought  we  wanted  to 
kill  feral  cats;  off-leash  dog  advocates  con- 
tended ofl-leash  dogs  would  be  banned  in 
all  city  parks;  eucalyptus  tree  supporters 
said  our  plan  would  result  in  cutting  down 
the  citvs  eucalyptus  trees.  Although  none  of 
these  allegations  was  true,  the  Commission 
could  not  reach  a decision  and  asked  its 
E.xecutive  Director,  Jared  Blumenfeld,  to 
bring  all  the  parties  together  to  work  out 
differences. 

After  several  months.  Community 
Boards,  a non-profit,  conflict  resolution 
group,  agreed  to  mediate.  Our  first  meet- 
ing was  attended  by  Jared  Blumenfeld. 
Communitv  Boards  mediators  Catherine 
McCracken  and  Sandra  Tuzzo.  Nancy 
\\  uerfel  representing  the  feral  cat/SPC  .A  ad- 
vocates, Steve  Cockrell  of  the  San  ITancisco 


V'o/urileers  ileiir  brush  to  help  reslort-  quui/  liul)ilul 

Parks  Coalition  representing  the  ofl-leash 
dog  community,  and  Arthur  Feinstein, 
representing  Golden  Cate  Audubon.  \Miile 
discussions  began  with  people  repeating 
past  arguments.  Golden  Cate  Audubon  w'as 
able  to  turn  the  tide  by  suggesting  that  the 
group  locus  its  efforts  on  the  actual,  on-the- 
ground  aspects  of  Golden  Cate  Audubon's 
proposed  restoration  activities.  Wdiat  if  we 
agreed  to  limit  our  restoration  program  to 
just  three  or  four  parks,  pick  sites  that  cur- 
rentlv  have  few'  or  no  feral  cats  and  that  are 
unlikely  to  ever  he  off-leash  dog  sites,  and 
agreed  not  to  use  the  quail  as  an  excuse  for 
cutting  down  trees? 

Steve  Cockrell  immediately  proposed 
that  we  look  at  city  golf  courses,  where 
there  are  no  off-leash  dog  conflicts,  trees 
are  managed  for  the  golf  course  not  for 
quail,  and  feral  cat  colonies  are  not  preva- 
lent. The  SPC.A  agreed  to  help  us  resolve 
the  most  difficult  feral  cat  issues.  Months  of 
meetings  and  negotiations  followed  this  first 
session,  in  which  Golden  Gate  .Audubon 
member  .Alan  I lopkins.  w ho  created  the 
Save  the  Quail  concept,  joined  the  team. 
We  all  got  to  know  and  trust  each  other  and 
began  to  move  forward.  Steve  Cockrell  took 
on  most  of  the  work  to  get  a final  document 
written  and  approved. 

We  identified  Harding  Park  Coll  Course 
as  our  first  restoration  site  and  began  work- 


ing with  the  l)e|)artment  ol  Becreation  and 
Parks,  in  [larticular  Sujierintendenl  Dan 
McKenna  and  golf  course  manager  Sean 
Sweeney,  to  develop  a quail  restoration 
plan,  fhe  Department  provided  maps,  led 
site  visits  lor  the  negotiating  team,  helped 
us  establish  a plant  palette  and,  allowed  ele- 
ments of  the  Quail  Plan  to  he  incorporated 
into  the  ground  management  plan  for  the 
golf  course. 

After  months  ol  writing,  editing  and 
meeting,  we  finally  agreed  on  the  Quail 
Recoverv  Plan,  which  the  Commission  on 
the  Environment  approved  and  also  of- 
flciallv  incorporated  into  the  Harding  Park 
ground  management  plan.  There  was  not  a 
single  voice  in  opposition  to  the  plan,  and 
feral  cat  activists  came  to  the  meeting  to 
voice  their  support. 

Golden  Gate  .Audubon  extends  its  ap- 
preciation to  evervone  who  took  part  in  this 
extraordinarv  process:  Jared  Blumenfeld. 
Steve  Cockrell.  Nancy  Wuerfel  and  the 
SPC.A,  and  the  Communitv  Board  staff.  It 
was  inspiring  to  see  how  these  disparate 
groups  came  together  with  a common  goal 
in  mind.  San  Francisco  is  richer  for  it.  espe- 
ciallv  if  we  find  healthv  populations  of  quail 
in  Citv  parks  in  years  to  come. 

by  Arthur  Feinstein 
Conservation  & Education  Director 
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Alan  Hopkins 


Donations 

Thank  you  for  your  generous  donations  to 
support  our  many  conserv'ation,  education 
and  member  activities! 

Golden  Eagle  ($1 ,000  or  more) 

Anonymous,  Robert  L Bennett  & Elizabeth 
Shih,  Beryl  Ness  {Working  Assets  employment 
anniversary  award},  Maggie  & Contee  Seely, 
I.  von  der  Hude,  Susan  Witter  {in  honor  of  Ann 
Witter,  in  recognition  oj  seven  decades  oj  dedication  to 
environment,  wildlife  and  children's  education) 

Peregrine  Falcon  ($500  to  $999) 

Jane  Dang,  Harold  Kirker 

Least  Tern  ($200  to  $499) 

David  Armstrong*,  Randall  & Katherine  Erickson, 
Joseph  Ferrie  & Madhu  Prasher,  Alan  Harper  & 
Carol  Baird,  Barbara  & Barry  Deutsch  (Quail  & 
operating  expenses),  Steve  & Renee  Margolin, 
Roger  Mendeison*,  John  & Hortensia  Nelson, 
Audre  & Roger  Newman,  George  S.  Peyton,  Jr., 
Joanne  Sarg  Wallin* 

Clapper  Rail  ($100  to  $199) 

Mr.  & Mrs.  Robert  Blumberg,  Claire  Boddy  (with 
matching  gift  from  I larder+Compauy  Community 
Research),  Ronald  L.  Clendenen,  Mr.  & Mrs.  Michael 
Cussen*,  Margaret  Deane,  Julian  Elliot,  Beverlee 
French,  Travis  Hails*.  John  Hess,  Winifred  Hess, 
Leslie  E.  Lethridge,  Cecily  & David  Majerus,  Dan  & 


Joan  Murphy,  Deborah  O'Brien,  Kathleen  T.  Ramos, 
Carla  Rugeroni,  Olivia  E.  Sears,  Douglas  M.  Sherk, 
Alistair  Sherret,  Jan  Smith,  Juliette  Wheeler 

Gifts  (to  $99) 

Dr.  & Mrs.  John  T.  Anderson,  Mark  F.  Anderson 
& Kimberlee  S.  Stryker*,  Dick  Bagwell,  Roberta 
Benton,  Everett  L.  Bliss,  Mr.  & Mrs.  William  E.  Boyd, 
Jim  Brighton  & Franchesca  Callejo,  Louise  China 
Brotsky  & Daniel  Roth,  Robin  Butler,  Nancy  G. 
Carleton,  Barbara  Christman,  Glenda  Cook,  Mary 
Danielson,  Fred  Davis,  John  P.  Derdivanis,  Ernest 

A.  Dernburg  MD,  O'Neil  & Marcia  Dillon,  Laura 
M.  Eanes,  Andrea  English,  Richard  A.  Erickson, 
Dr.  Irene  B.  Fabrikant,  Lewis  Feldman,  Dorothy  L. 
Frantz,  Linda  Friou*,  R.  Dean  Galloway  & Zoia  Horn, 
Clara  Gerdes  & Ken  Greenberg,  Steve  Granholm, 
Verle  Grossman,  Roberta  Guise,  P.L.  Hagerty, 
Albert  Hopkins  Jr.  (Quail),  Laura  C.  Ingram,  Robert 

B.  Isaacson,  Ken  Jorgensen,  Yoko  Jung,  Ann  F. 
Kadyk,  Tex  Kaplan,  Alice  Kase,  Richard  Kaufmann, 
Dr.  Jessica  L.  Krakow,  John  W.  Laws  & Rhonda 
Gray,  Eugene  F.  Lee,  Enid  & Irwin  Leff,  Dr.  & Mrs. 
R.  M.  Lichtenstein,  Dr.  & Mrs.  William  Z.  Lidicker, 
Patricia  Lynch,  Melvin  Macandoe,  Robert  & Johanna 
Mandel,  Linda  Y.  Maniwa,  Eugenie  Marek,  Jean 
L.  Miller,  Mark  Monkman,  Marie  Murray,  Masae 
Namba,  Elizabeth  O'Brien,  Shirley  Osher,  Rozell  & 
Peter  Overmire  (Quail),  Susan  Patton,  Ms.  Jean 
Peck  & Eileen  B.  Peck*,  Darryl  L.  Raszl  MD,  William 
E.  Raynolds,  Carlos  Rendon,  David  Rice,  Mariana 
Rivera,  James  & Nita  Roethe,  Linda  & Stephen 
Rosen,  Steve  Rosenberg,  Jean  Sanford,  Diane  B. 


Scarritt,  David  Schwartz,  Alan  & Adrienne  Scroggie, 
Cyndy  Shafer*,  Martha  Ann  Singer.  Jackie  Slade, 
Doris  Sloan,  Judith  Ann  Smith,  Robert  Smith,  Linda 
Spangler,  William  Springer,  Beverley  Spurgeon*. 
Charles  Stanberry.  Kenneth  Thompson,  Douglas 
Vaughan,  Michael  Wald,  Sheridan  & Betsey 
Warrick,  Greg  (“Willie")  Welker,  Hannah  & Jacob 
Weverka,  Gail  Williams  (Gateu'iry),  Ida  R.Yonge 

In  memory  of 

Cindy  Bossi:  Gary  & Liz  Treangen 

Charles  ("Whitey")  Rosegay;  Alan  & Dorothy 

Hopettuin 

In-Kind 

Connie  Diemisse:  Binoculars  {Education  Program) 
Joyce  Larrick:  Stamps  ( FAWR ) 

Roger  Newman;  VCR  (Education  Program) 

Gift  Memberships 

Linda  Friou;  For  The  Hersey  Family 

Melvin  Macandoe;  For  Eric  & Mary  Ellen  Petrich 

Regina  Phelps;  For  Dan  & Meredith  Bean 

Grants 

Alameda  Multi-Cultural  Community  Center 
Koshland  Grant;  Alameda  Education  Program 
National  Fish  & Wildlife  Foundation;  Alameda 
Education  Program 

State  Coastal  Consen/ancy:  MLK  ]r.  Education 
Program 


* With  GGAS  Supporting  Membership 


The  GULL  is  the  official  newsletter  of  Golden  Gate  Audubon  Society.  As  a supporting  member  of  Golden  Gate 
Audubon,  you  receive  a subscription  to  The  GULL,  a JO  percent  discount  on  all  items  purchased  at  our  nature 
store,  access  to  field  trips  and  programs,  and  the  opportunity  to  volunteer.  Local  members  of  the  National  Audubon 
Society  automatically  receive  The  GULL.  Not  a member  yet?  Contact  our  office  at  5 10.84.^.2222  for  details. 
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